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(54) WASHING MACHINE 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent bad smell from being stuck on 
laundry by the propagation of unwanted bacteria even when the laundry is 
left in a tub by providing an irradiator for irradiating the laundry inside a 
spinning tub with beams haying sterilizing operation when a lid close signal 
is outputted from a lid lock sensor for detecting whether the lid of a 
washing machine is opened or closed. 

SOLUTION: When washing operation is started, respective processes for 
washing and rinsing are automatically progressed and laundry 15 is not 
taken out of a spindrying tub 3 in the state of still closing a lid 14 after a 
final dehydrating process is automatically finished, corresponding to the 
output of the lid close signal from a lid lock sensor 10. an irradiator 11 is 
operated through a controller. Thus, ultraviolet rays, for example, are 
generated from the irradiator 1 1 as beams having the sterilizing operation 
and the laundrV 15 left in the spindrying tub 3 is irradiated for fixed time 
such as one minute, for example. Thus, even when the lid 14 is not opened 
and the laundry 15 is left in the spindrying tub 3 for a long time, the laundry 
can be prevented from bad smelling because of the propagation of 
unwanted bacteria inside the tub 3. 
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